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The truth is that Ellen Glasgow views all women as inevitably oppressed and inevitably tragic,
especially those half-legendary gentle women of the Victorian era, and because sympathy for the oppressed has
always been her most elemental feeling, she divines them the more plainly. “I should have pitied them,” she
sighs in her tenderest voice, “if for no other reason than that they have had to wait for so long. The Victorian
era, above all, was one of waiting, as hell is an eternity of waiting. Women waiting for the first words of love
from their lovers. Women waiting, with all the inherited belief in the omnipotence of love, for the birth of their
sons, their husbands from First Manassas, Gettysburg, the Wilderness. Women waiting beside the beds of the
sick and dying-waiting-waiting--. As a result, I think it is almost impossible to overestimate the part that
religion, in one form or another, has played in the lives of Southern women. Nothing else could have kept them
in their place for so many generations: it is the only power that could have made them accept with meekness

the wing of the chicken and the double standard of morals.” (269)
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October 5, 1928
Dear Sara:
I’ 11 drop in tomorrow (Saturday) at about 7:30. Today I was so upset.
I forgot to bring you a bottle sherry. But don't stay in. If you are out I'll leave it at your door, safely tied up.
Yrs., M
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Dear Sara:

---The Glasgow book seemed poor stuff to me”. The old gal tried to write a novel about people she simply
didn't know. In consequence, she had to fall back upon conventional melodrama-seductions, villains, etc.
Compare her stuff to that of, say, Suckow. Sucknow knows her yokels, and can feel with them. To La Glasgow

they are simply animals in cages.

(HER)
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