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— Abstract —

Formation Process of the “New Education” Theory and Practice at Sakurai Senior Elementary School:

Focusing on Its Exchanges with the Elementary School Attached to Nara Women's Higher Normal School

SAKAMOTO Yoshie

Sakurai Senior Elementary School (Sakurai ES) has been described by Kuniyoshi Obara as “leading the 'New
Education.” At Sakurai ES, a variety of educational approaches based on the "New Education" were practiced
in the period prior to World War II. Regarding why Sakurai ES, a mere public elementary school, practiced

“New Education” so actively, Mr. Obara has pointed out that Sakurai ES was influenced by its neighboring
elementary school attached to Nara Women's Higher Normal School ( Attached ES). However, they provided no
specific reasons for this claim. Therefore, in this study, we examined how Sakurai ES developed its own

“New Education” theory and practice by focusing on the Attached ES. The study revealed that Sakurai ES
frequently participated in winter training sessions held by the Attached ES and learned its theory and practice
through proactive exchanges with its teachers. In addition to the influence Attached ES had on Sakurai ES as
indicated by Mr. Obara, this study revealed that exchanges with then-prominent “New Education” advocates
and the support from the townspeople of Sakurai also contributed to the development of Sakurai ES's “New

Education.”



