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Abstract

Focusing on the prewar Showa era, this study investigates the chief contemporary mass media,
newspapers, to determine what kind of crimes and misconduct by elementary school teachers were
reported therein, and their numbers. The aim is to clarify tendencies in the crimes and misconduct of
elementary school teachers during this era. This study (Report No. 1) clarifies laws and regulations
pertaining to teachers, and classifies misconduct, etc., by type. Additionally, while presenting an
overview of newspapers published at the time, a list is made of the cases of misconduct and crime
reported on from December 1926 (the first year of Showa) to December 1930 (the fifth year of
Showa). Here, the aim is to clarify the characteristics of these reported cases. The results show that
acts of physical violence were the most frequent forms of misconduct and crime that occurred,
followed by written texts (threats, left-wing materials, etc. ) and corruption (bribery and so on ). In

this way, the specific characteristics of these acts of misconduct and crime are clarified .



