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[ Abstract])

The Logic of Fostering Social Capital in Community Schools :
Research Trends in Japan and the United States-

This paper presents an analytical perspective on fostering social capital through collaboration among
schools, families, and communities, based on an exploratory review of research on community schools in
Japan and the United States. It identifies the achievements and remaining challenges of Japanese research
and draws from U.S. research supplementary perspectives concerning access to information and support
resources, the role of intermediaries, trust and reciprocity, and inclusiveness and equity. The paper then
proposes a hypothetical analytical framework for understanding the fostering of social capital through
educational practices in terms of three dimensions: (1) connections among diverse actors; (2) access to and
actual use of information and support resources through these relationships; and (3) the continuation,
transformation, and adjustment of these relationships. It also argues that bridging, bonding, and linking
forms of social capital may coexist rather than develop in a fixed sequence. Future research should
empirically examine specific community schools, focusing on connections among actors, access to and use
of resources, the roles of intermediaries, trust and reciprocity, and inclusiveness and equity in participation

and resource allocation.
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