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The Formation Process of the “School Agricultural Club” in Japan

—From the Perspective of Historical Context, Introduction and Formation, and Educational Practices —
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[ Abstract]

The Formation Process of "School Agricultural Club" in Japan : From the Perspective of
Historical Context, Introduction and Formation, and Educational Practices

This paper examines the formation process and educational significance of “School Agricultural Club” in
postwar Japan from the perspective for the democratization of agricultural education and the modernization of
rural society. After the defeat in the war, the Japanese education system was significantly restructured under the
guidance of GHQ and CIE, and agricultural education also shifted from the traditional empirical transmission of
skills to one that emphasized scientifically based agricultural management and democratic human development.
In this context, “School Agricultural Club” modeled after the FFA in the United States were introduced by
Ivan Nelson and others, and educational practices were developed with the three main goals of “scientific ap
proach,” “social approach,” and “leadership”. “Home project” was a learning method in which students
connected the knowledge they learned at school to agricultural practices at home and in their communities,
discovering, planning, executing, and reflecting on problems themselves. This paper is a prior research work that
positions school agricultural clubs not merely as activities of agricultural high schools, but as a practice of
postwar democratic education that fostered student autonomy, collaboration, expression, and leadership, and
suggests that they were pioneering educational activities that lead to modern “Active, Interactive, and Deep L

earning” and “Educational Curricula Open to Society” .

Keywords : School Agricultural Club, Education of Industry-Academia-Gorvernment-Civil Society Collabora-

tion, Inquiry-based Learning, Project-based Learning, Agricultural Education, Educational Policy
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